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RESPONDENT INFORMATION FORM

Please Note this form must be returned with your response to ensure that we handle your response appropriately

1. Name/Organisation

Organisation Name

	Scottish Drugs Forum 


Title  
Mr x FORMCHECKBOX 

   Ms  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Mrs  FORMCHECKBOX 

   Miss  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Dr  FORMCHECKBOX 

       Please tick as appropriate
Surname

	Smith


Forename

	Austin


2. Postal Address

	91 Mitchell Street 

	     

	     

	     

	Postcode G1 3LN
	Phone 01412211175
	Email austin@sdf.org.uk


3. Permissions  - I am responding as…
	
	
	
	Individual
	/
	Group/Organisation
	
	
	

	
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	Please tick as appropriate
	
	x FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a)
	Do you agree to your response being made available to the public (in Scottish Government library and/or on the Scottish Government web site)?

Please tick as appropriate     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	
(c)
	The name and address of your organisation will be made available to the public (in the Scottish Government library and/or on the Scottish Government web site).



	(b)
	Where confidentiality is not requested, we will make your responses available to the public on the following basis
	
	
	Are you content for your response to be made available?

	
	Please tick ONE of the following boxes
	
	
	Please tick as appropriate   x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	
	Yes, make my response, name and address all available
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	or
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes, make my response available, but not my name and address
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	or
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes, make my response and name available, but not my address
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(d)
	We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise?



Please tick as appropriate

 x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No


CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

Q1
The principles identified by the Social Security Advisory Committee to underpin the reform of passported benefits are:  simplification, auto-entitlement, information transfer and making work pay.  Do you think that these principles are helpful in the Scottish context?    


Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 
     To an extent   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	Please explain your answer




Q2
What other principles would you like to see underpin any reform of passported benefits in Scotland?

	Comments  In terms of passported benefits there should be some form of continuity at least for existing beneficiaries.



Q3
Do you feel that it would be desirable to replace benefits in kind (i.e. providing the goods or services directly) with a cash alternative for some passported benefits?

Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 
     To an extent  x FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	The basis of decisions should be a flexible and pragmatic approach.  Many people who have problem substance use will not benefit, and nor will their families, dependent children or others if they receive cash in place of benefits in kind.  However, people who have been affected by problem drug use may prefer and benefit from cash alternatives.



Q4
Do you feel that it would be desirable to roll existing cash payments for passported benefits into the Universal Credit payment, to create a single income stream?

      Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 
     To an extent   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	Please explain your answer




Q5
Do you think that the welfare system (i.e. receipt of Universal Credit or Personal Independence Payment) should form the basis for access to passported benefits?


Yes  x FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 
     for some entitlements only (please specify which)   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	This is an issue on which SDF has no formed opinion on how such a proposal would impact on problem drug users or other stakeholders.



Q6
If yes, what existing alternative mechanisms can you suggest to identify recipients and verify claims?

	Comments



Q7
What could be done to make it easier for people to find out what benefits they are entitled to?  

	Communicating with groups marginalised and stigmatised by wider society is difficult.  There is a tendency for investment to be put into resources from which the most excluded as still excluded – web-based resources, android apps etc.  There is a need to invest in training for frontline drug services in income/benefit-related issues.


Q8
Do you wish to highlight any of the groups protected under the Equality Act as being particularly at risk in the reform of passported benefits?

	There are many groups not covered by the Act which are at particular risk.  SDF would welcome the chance to engage with decision-makers and others on how people who are or have been problem drug users may be at particular risk.


Q9
What robust sources of evidence with regards to impact on protected equality groups should we draw on when considering the impact of future proposals?

	Comments


Q10
Over the longer term, should the Scottish Government aspire to a move to a more coherent system of eligibility criteria for low-income benefits, such as linking income thresholds to one of the measures of poverty?


Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 
     To an extent   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	This is an issue on which SDF has no formed opinion on how such a proposal would impact on problem drug users or other stakeholders.



Q11
Should the Scottish Government assess income:

At household level  
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
At individual level
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

It should vary according to the entitlement being applied for  FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	This is an issue on which SDF has no formed opinion on how such a proposal would impact on problem drug users or other stakeholders.



Q12
Should the Scottish Government adopt a savings limit for some or all benefits?


      All   FORMCHECKBOX 
     None    FORMCHECKBOX 
    Some (please specify which)   FORMCHECKBOX 
     

	This is an issue on which SDF has no formed opinion on how such a proposal would impact on problem drug users or other stakeholders.



Q13
If you answered None, please suggest how we could identify those 

who do not qualify for Universal Credit because they have more than 


£16,000 savings.

	Comments 


Q14
Should the Scottish Government adopt the same savings limit as the Department for Work and Pensions – i.e. that no one with savings (excluding equity in your home) of more than £16,000 should receive any passported benefit?


Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
     No   FORMCHECKBOX 
     

	This is an issue on which SDF has no formed opinion on how such a proposal would impact on problem drug users or other stakeholders.



Q15
Do you have any other comments within scope?

	Comments


Please send your response to passportedbenefitsconsultation@scotland.gsi.gov.uk by

Friday 28 September 2012.

An Easy Read version of the consultation is also available at www.scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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